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miles, and the prohibition of any ignorant or undesirable prac-
titioner or the sale of dangerous or unwholesome drugs. Then
apothecaries only dispensed medicines, but they began to pre-
scribe them later in the century. In 1618 the College of Physi-
cians celebrated the centenary of its foundation by issuing the
Pharmacopoeia Londinensis, which went through many editions in
Latin as well as in a translation. The College performed other
services to medicine by testing the capacity of candidates for a
licence to practice, though it is said to have examined rigorously
those who proposed to remain in London but to have been more
lenient with country applicants.1 Nevertheless, although the
elaborate notes some doctors made of their patients' cases proved
them to be careful observers,2 little advance was made in the
modern theory of disease until the time of Thomas Sydenham,
who belongs to the later rather than the early Stuarts.
In surgery, the great figure was still Ambroise Pare, whose
fame long survived his death in 1590. His works, in Latin, were
so much in request in England that they were translated in 1634.
Pare made two notable contributions: he showed that gunshot
wounds were not poisonous and healed better after the applica-
tion of ointments than of boiling oil, the common treatment;
and he substituted the ligature to stop bleeding, in cases of
amputation, for the red-hot cautery.
These and other discoveries were slow to exercise a wide-
spread influence upon medical theories and practices. Proof
of this may be found in many places. Here it may suffice to
mention three: the failure to control the ravages of the plague,
the multitude of empirics and quack medicines that abounded,
and belief in the royal touch as a cure for the king's evil.
Visitations of bubonic plague were especially severe in 1603 and
1625, but it would be unjust to blame physicians exclusively
or even mainly. The real responsibility rests upon the local
authorities for their failure to provide adequate sanitation and
to enforce royal proclamations to that effect. It is of less impor-
tance that the doctors could prescribe nothing more efficacious
than lancing the sores—a treatment frequently used, apparently,
at the time of the Black Death. It is true that for those who
desired a novelty, there was Thomas Lodge's prescription to
1	Shakespeare's England (1916), i. 416-17.
2	The notes of Sir Theodore Turquet de Mayerne threw much light on the
health of James I, his wife, and Henrietta Maria.

